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OPINION 1634 

Athens Cope, 1862 (Reptilia, Serpentes): conserved 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the generic name Chloroechis Bonaparte, 1849, is 
hereby suppressed for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the 
Principle of Homonymy. 

(2) The name Athens Cope, 1862 (gender: feminine), type species by subsequent 
designation by Loveridge (1957) Viper a chloroechis Schlegel, 1855 (a junior subjective 
synonym of Vipera chlorechis Pel, [1851]), is hereby placed on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name chlorechis Pel, [1851], as published in the binomen Vipera chlorechis 
(senior subjective synonym of the specific name of Vipera chloroechis Schlegel, 1855, 
the type species of Athens Cope, 1862), is hereby placed on the Official List of Specific 
Names in Zoology. 

(4) The name Chloroechis Bonaparte, 1849, as suppressed in (1) above, is hereby 
placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology. 

History of Case 2691 

An application for the conservation of Athens Cope, 1862 was received from 
Dr Donald G. Broadley {Natural History Museum, Bulawayo , Zimbabwe) on 14 
November 1988 and published in BZN 46: 264-266 (December 1989). Notice of the 
case was sent to appropriate journals. No comments were received. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1990 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 46: 265. At the close of the voting period on 1 December 
1990 the votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 26: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Heppell, Holthuis, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert, Martins de Souza, 
Minelli, Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Schuster, Starobogatov, 
Thompson, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — 1: Kabata. 

No vote was received from Halvorsen. Thompson pointed out that the erroneous 
statements by Loveridge (1957; cf. BZN 46: 265, para. 6) resulted in Athens and 
Chloroechis being objective rather than subjective synonyms. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

Athens Cope, 1862, Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia , 14: 337. 
chlorechis , Vipera , Pel, [1851], Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Jagtkunde, 1: 172. 

Chloroechis Bonaparte, 1849, Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London , p. 145. 


